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l. Q. Prior to WWII how 4id the general level of medicel resesrch compare

with that in the US and UK at that time?

A. Bulgaria has alwayé been such a poor country thet e high level of
research has never been possible. Even research there was more

teaching and clinical than it was pure research.

2: Q. Who wers the most prominent men in the bfields of research which were
recelvipg the greatest emphasis prior to 19407 and what is their
competency, ~ze, educatlional background, accomplishments and general

acceprtance?

A. 1In the field of physiology Prof | I

25X1°

dié important research, particularly concerning the

circulatory system in relation to the spleen. I
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| The new government seemed

to follow a policy of keeping some of the outstanding people in the
fields of medicine and education, if they demonstrated proper
cooperation with the new Red regime. This policy allowed for
conslderable flexibility, however, and favorites rose and fell from
time to time. Some indication of the value of the research of
Prof Qcachowstz is given by the fact that his papers have been

published in several languages.
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There was also e Prof _|:| vho did some good work in the field

of pharmacology.. He was very ,capable and worked on new drugs,
particilarly on gold compounds. It is reported “that -he is daead,

“Whet changes did the new regime institute in the field of mediceal
education and research?

At first there was & mixed government composed of Socialists, Radical
Jemocrats and Communists. -At-that time the Minister of Education was
Kogturkoff, an: old Radical Democrat » who held office for about a year

--and & half. In the winter of 194k-L5 about 1500 new medical students

were admitted in the first class under the new regime. About 1200

were partisan youths who were required to prove that they had spent

at least two years in the mountains in the resistance movement.

These two years were accepted in lieu of two years study in the

gymnasium, and four such years in the mountains were accepted in lieu

of a gymnasium diploma, even though the individual had had no gymnasium

study at all. They were not only. intellectually and educationally . . .

insuff‘icient but they' ere actually & sort ef “wila ‘people.t v
i :

To remain on or ge‘t on the medical faculty of e school in. 191&5 one . -

had o' ha\re 8 certifieate from: the "loesl Communist, Parby. Since ‘such’

cer‘bifica‘bibn wag.! ' denfed to upper and’ mid&le class facul‘ty members ’

facul‘hies ﬁere perelyzedtie wer, v ‘ , _

B - m‘té-—»m‘eﬁt o I e :

The' medica.l school lecture room had énly 150 seats; p eo the nEy St Hiect

ginning class of 1500 "students" had to hold its meetings in & nearby

movie theater. It was, impossible :E'or them to receive anyuhing :L:Lke &

‘eompe‘terrb ‘braim.ng.- - ’

A&‘ I
: %

Do the profeesors devote full 't.ime 'bo teaching, or do they e.],ao u.nd.er-
.tek ? éSearéhé v S

An:{r re. 'bime the ;may ha.ve from 'teaching is occupied :Ln consul'ba.n-b
praciice, so they have little time for research. The _‘pa.dl;_r;zeed ,‘the, .
'money they rucéim from this consul'bant p:cac’cice. R T

Rave: you reaeiVed B8Ry information recently a8 to-the general state of
he Lo of the people in Bulgaria?

Yes.! It'seems that increasing nvmbers ‘of ‘people ‘4n Bulmahadbh st ks
or :qﬁs.ﬁzm} @ ’che ‘West are: -writing:for Streptemycin and Rimifen, which
are Gf dourse. used. in the tre&*bment of tuberculosis. This increase in
tubercuiosis i probably due to, lack of food dnd- “the’ overcrowdlng -of
cities. | | oy mothe¥" has more than

“ten times mentioned thet she is ungble: to buy wilk: ' Thiee or ‘four -
monthig: ‘880" seme ‘people
asking for Tetra- ethylene Celamine whigh is used in ‘the- treatmént of
children for: leukenia. . .That: there should ‘be such: & ghortage of ‘such
commen drugs &g 18" indicated by the urgent reques'bs regeived in the US
is & bad” ign. for the over-»aall medicaIspicture in Bulgar:.a S

- end b._

- 6hly G2 20M
857.38 .20M
857 35 20M

20M
62]; | _20M

5-6/712. 42 "20M

5-6/727.61 20M
RN som

CORFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2003/08/06 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400460010-5



